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Superintendant
Rocky Gott Retires

By Howard and Susan Ree

tis the end of an era. The only person to holc
position of Kittatinny Valley State Park Super

Rocky Gott at the Park Office
Photo courtesy of Marge Barrett

tendent retired this spring. It is the end of a long
laboration between a citizen's group and a NJ
Park employee that has resulted in one of the
popular raittrails in the northeast.

Most superintendents come to the job with
education in Forestry Management, Environmg
Science or Park Management. Rocky's profess
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background was on the maintenance side of |park
management (from 1976 to 1993). This was a good
thing for Kittatinny Valley State Park and the Pgu-
linskill Valley Trail. Rocky supervised the buildipg

of KVSP from the groundup. This became a lite

undertaking with the PVT. The long abandoned- fail
trail needed lots of work when the Trail Committee

finally secured its purchase.

When the bridges were finally built a
decked, trail walkers no longer needed to bal
themselves on beams to cross over the Paulin
PVT members didn't need to worry about taking
unexpected swim!

Newer members may not know Rocky [
sonally. He and his wife Cathy live in Sandys
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with their own menagerie. Their household includes

four cats, two cats belonging to Rocky's mother
one Iberian hound (a relative of the Greyhound).
ditionally, Cathy has two horses and is a dres
rider.

Cathy and Rocky like to travel and arrivec
Hawaii just in time for the Japanese earthquake
tsunami. They were awakened several times ir
middle of the night by loud buzzers and ala
warning ADanger! o, AT
taken precautions such as filling the bathtub
water, filling their water bottles and getting a sug
of snacks from the vending machine, they are h
to report that there was no damage. Fortunate
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was an uneventful but certainly memorable vacation.

At home, they enjoy kayaking and can
found on the Delaware River with Cheryl and J
Keator (retired SuperintendeHigh Point Staty
Park).

Past interests of Rocky's includes the
Scouts. He spent 5 years as a scout, attainin
rank of Life Scout. He then served 25 more yea
Assistant Scoutmaster. He still sees his compat
one was even elected to the New Hampshire Leg
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Continued on page 2
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Kittatinny Valley State Park Information

Office Hours 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Mailing AddressP.O. Box 621, Andover,

NJ 078210621,

Call: 973 786 6445; Fax: 973 786 6874
E-mail: kittatinnyvalley@embargmail.com

Regional Superintendent Steve Ellis
Resource Interpretive Specialidtynn Groves Lussier
Maintenance Supervisor Jim Scholts

Customer Service Representative

State Park Police Dispatch

Kerry Debski
1-877-WARN-DEP

(1-877-927-6337)

State Park Police 973 786 6445 during office hour
Trail Emergencyrfot State Park Police)

Call 911
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Rocky Gott Retirescontinued from page 1

ture in 2010.

Rocky says that preparing for retirement was
exhausting, having worked harder in the last couple
of months than in the last couple of years. He had a
desk that had accumulated 17 years of material to be
sorted. He also had many projects to finish.

Having made the transition to a life of leisure,
Rocky is an adviser to the Trails Partnership Com-
mittee of the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce.
Working with our own Rob Nicholson, Rocky brings
all his background from the D&R Canal and his ex-
perience managing all the trails of Kittatinny Valley
State Park to the table.

Rocky is now working several days a week at
Montague Tool in Branchville assembling and prep-
ping machinery. He also makes repairs to power
equipment.

The Cake Presented by the PVTC

at Rocky Gottds Retirement

The Rest is History
By Howard and Susan Reed

e talked with Rocky Gott, recently retired

Superintendent of Kittatinny Valley State

Park, about his memories of the early
days of the Paulinskill Valley Trail.

Rocky reports that there are about 360 home-
owners whose properties border the PVTC. In the
early days, there was a lot of resistance to the Trail
by homeowners. No one wanted the Trail in their
backyards. The Park Rangers reached out to Trail

Continued on page 7
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KVSP Interpretive Programs October 20XMarch 2012

Pre-registration for all Park -sponsored programs igequired by 3:30 PM of the day prior to the
program date as space is limitedPlease call 97-386-6445 to register. Programs are free of chargeffand
unless otherwise noted meet at the visitor center located 1.1 miles north of Route 206, off Goodalg Road
Andover Township. Please be prompt. Programs start at the time indicated. Children must be accompanied
an adult at all times. Pets are not permitted during any program. In case of inclement weather, all participal
are urged to contact the visitor center to determine whether programs have been cancelled or reschgduled.
programs are subject to change.

DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION

THU Octl13,4to5pmL 61 L TYKES AUTKIitMthhnyN4alleyBState Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group sizq is
limited, preregistration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. Share the afternojpn with
your little one in the Great Outdoors on this naturaisitled hike. Important: Babies must be carrief in
a frontpack or backpack. No strollers or older siblings, please!

SAT Oct22,11 amto GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groujp
noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 7 arfdanfially ADA acces-
sible.

THU Oct27,4to5pmL 61 L TYKES AUTKIitMthhnyN4alléyBState Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group sizq is
limited, preregistration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description f¢r Oct

13, 2011.
SAT Oct29,11 amto THE NATURE OF HALLOWEEN, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group
noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tBdrfially ADA accessi-
ble.

THU Nov3,4to5pm L6 1 L TY K E KittatinnyKValley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, [pre
registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011.

SAT Nov5,11amto NATURE IN NOVEMBER FAMILY HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTH:

12:30 pm Group size is limited, presgistration is required. Family program for all ages.
THU Nov17,3:30to L6 1 L TY KE Kittakinnykvalley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, |pre
4:30 pm registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011.
SAT  Nov 19, 11 amto GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groujp
noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 7 arfdanfially ADA acces-
sible.

TUE Dec6,4to5pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groyp
size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tADA.accessible.

SAT  Dec 10, 11 am to GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groujp
noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 7 arfdanfially ADA acces-
sible.

TUE Dec 13,4 to 5 pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groyp
size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tADA.accessible.

SAT Dec 17,11 amto BACKYARD BIRDFEEDING, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size|is
noon limited, preregistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tAD2&.accessible.

THU  Dec 22, 10 am to WINTER SOLSTICE HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size i
noon limited, preregistration is required. For adults.

THU Jan5,11amto WINTER WONDERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited,
noon preregistration is required. For adults and children ages 4 & 5.

SAT Jan7,10:30 am t WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group siz¢ is
noon limited, preregistration is required. For adulsDA accessible.

TUE Jan10,4:30to OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groyp
5:30 pm size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tADA.accessible.

Continued on page 4
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KVSP Interpretive Programs October 202March 2012 Continued from page 3

In Kittatinny Valley State Park

DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION

SAT Jan 21, 10:30 am WINTER TREE ID, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre

to noon registration is required. For adulsDA accessible.

THU Jan 26, 10:30 am WINTER TREE ID, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre

to noon registration is required. For adulsDA accessible.

SAT Jan 28,10 amto 10th ANNUAL HOT CHOCOLATE HIKE/SNOWSHOE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor:

noon KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pregistration is required. For adults. Bring your favorite mug
and snowshoes (if necessary).

THU Feb2,11amto WINTER WONDERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor;: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited,

noon preregistration is required. For adults and children ages 4 & 5.

SAT Feb4,10:30 am WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor; KVSP. NOTE: Group siz¢ is

to noon limited, preregistration is required. For adulSDA accessible.

TUE Feb7,5to6 pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Groyp
size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tADA.accessible.

SAT Feb 11, 10 amto CABIN FEVER HIKE/SNOWSHOE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group

noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults. Bring your snowshoes (if necessary).

SAT Feb 18,11 amto FIRE AND ICE: THE FOLKLORE OF FEBRUARY, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor:

noon KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pregistration is required. For adulsDA accessible.

THU  Feb 23, 10:30 am WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group siz¢ is

to noon limited, preregistration is required. For adulsDA accessible.

SAT Feb 25, 10:30 am WINTER TREE ID, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre

to noon registration is required. For adulSDA accessible.

WED Feb29,4to5pmANI MAL TRACKI NG: 0L EAH¥t@tindy Valey Stst® Badk., Sponsor: KVSP.
NOTE: Group size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tADA.
accessible.

SAT Mar 3,11 amto DISCOVER KVSP FAMILY NATURE HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP.

12:30 pm NOTE: Group size is limited, preegistration is required. Family program for all ages.
SAT Mar 10, 11 amto GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group
noon size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 7 arfélanfially ADA acces-
sible.

THU Mari15,4to5pmL 61 L T Y K E KittatinnykV&lley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, [pre
registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011.

TUE Mar 20, 10 am to SPRING EQUINOX HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is ljm-

noon ited, preregistration is required. For adults.

SAT  Mar 24, 11 amto SCENTS OF SPRING Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limitef,

noon preregistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12.

WED Mar 28, 4to 5 pm THE NATURE OF VERNAL POOLS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group
size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tAD2.accessible.

THU Mar29,4to5pmL 61 L TYKES SP KittaNn@y MdlleykSEate Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size i
limited, preregistration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under.

SAT Mar 31, 11 amto THE NATURE OF VERNAL POOLS, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group

12:30 pm size is limited, preegistration is required. For adults and children ages 6 tBdrfially ADA accessi-
ble.
Novembiey i.(l)ecemﬁeft‘ WAy i&’eﬁqu‘ Mach
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ONature Note
Adventures i n G

By Lynn Groves Lussier,
Resource Interpretive Specialis
Kittatinny Valley State Park

aybe youdbve heard o
even tried it. Yet with over 5 million geo-

cachers worldwide, geocaching continues
to be one of the most popular unknown outdoor ac- GPS Device
tivities. There currently exist over 8,000 geocaches Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier
in New Jersey, and Kittatinny Valley State Park is

home to 130. Whatds it réntlylplacediPd¥dr 200 ®énkis arufd th Wékid d
cover this cure for ¢ abahdion dil8eveh tontinehts, thcludiny Antclica. AL
bored, 6 and the catal ys bfSkpembef281M,itHers ar@dbm&.métaym% hnil-

lion geocaches around the world. They may be at
your local park, at the end of a long hike, or on the

side of a city street. They may even be underwater or
GEOCACHING.COM

underground! Generally accepted rules are to mini-
mize the impact on nature, to not endanger or alarm

Geocache Logo
Graphic courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier

others, and to respect private property.

What Does a Cache Look Like?

Geocache containers come in all shapes and sizes,
from anano, which is as small as the tip of your lit-

tle finger, to match cases, magnetic key holders, and
five-gallon buckets. The most common caches in ru-
ral areas are lunebox sized plastic storage contain-
ers or surplus military ammunition cans. Smaller
containers are more common in urban areas because
they can be more easily hldden Some are quite clev-

What is Geocaching?
Geocaching is an outdoor treasure hunting game inf\
which participants locate hidden containers called |
geocacheqor cachesfor short) using global posi-
tioning system (GPS) receivers or GBf#abled de-
vices such as an iPhone, and then share their experi
ences online atvww.geocaching.comrlhe sport is
mo st of t en de dechrgarhecofihida s a i hefarghi&of a camouflaged Container

andseek, 0 sharing many as pe c tPbotoceyriesyohynnGroveglessiet eer i n g
benchmarking, and letterboxing. Geocaches are cur-

Continued on page 6
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Nature Notes continued from page 5 travel bugsor geocoins bearing a unique tracking

code so their travels may be logged and followed
erly camouflaged and may be disguised as a pin%‘nline. Cacher Y 99

. A T who irLitiaIIy plac?E one of these .
cone, a birdso nest, oraf;MehalckBPsb: ot B &% MA%K e
solving a puzzle, completion of multiple stages, or,g visiting all 50 US states, traveling to a particular

require attendanc_e at a geocacHingmed eyent_to ountry or to a notable destination, like the Statue of
get credit for the Afi n‘ijbeﬂy

For the typical, or Atraditional o cache, a g¢

cacher will place a waterproof container containing &\/ho Hides Geocaches and Why?
logbook and perhaps items for trading somewhe '

: "Beqple from all age groups can hide and seek geo-
out in the landscape, ag@ocltitbidhg haRiaulls, familelith diier ©
cation. The coordinates, along with other detailsy,qents and retirees. People often hide geocaches in

qbput the cache and its chatlon, are posted on t"tﬂaces of historical interest or great natural beauty
listing site onwww.geocaching.conODther geocach-

seek out the cache using their GPS. Once they fi
the cache, geocachers may sign the logbook, arf
then record their adventure online. Geocachers afi
free to take trade items from the cache in exchang
for leaving something of equal or greater value. ,

Typical cache fAtreasfEs
tary value, but may hold personal value to the finders ?

Will he find the Cache?
Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier

that you would never have discovered were it not for
the geocache there! Consequently, geocaching is a
great way to explore locations near and far. In addi-
tion, it brings friends and family together to enjoy
the outdoors and makes other outdoor activities, such
as hiking, biking, and boating, even more enjoyable.
Doné6ét you think itds ti mi
Caching!

To start enjoying your own geocaching adventures,
l ook for the nGe ®praggams ng

Travelbug- a Trackable Object . .
Photo Courtegsy of Lynn Grovejs Lussier held at Kittatinny Valley State Park throughout the

year and register by calling (973) 788145 (loaner

. . GPSs available on a firstome, firstserved basis).
toys, marbles, stickers, keychains, or CDs and book]&.or a listing of all KVSP Fall & Winter 20112

Higher value items are occasionally included as %rograms, please fefer to the schedule included in
reward for the AFiTrst t Bis dewslitteP (FTF% a new cache

for locations which are more difficult to reach.

Geocaches may also contaitmnackables SOURCES
which are objects that are intended to be moved fro
cache to cache, rather than kept. These are terme

.geocaching.com
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The Rest is Historycontinued from page 2 ] _ _
cided to create a new park based on the rail trails,

neighbors and were able to mostly stop the ATV’ g the entirety of both trails was assigned to Rocky
and snowmobiles from riding up and down on €z The new state park as yet unnamed worked out

Trail by establishing a presence on the rail trails. They e Swartswood State Park office and later a for-
Trail Committee continued to run nice family events o |akeside residence.

on the Trail. Over time, things calmed down. Today, Kittatinny Valley State Park was born when
things have progressed to the point where we see regls Green Acres program closed on the Aeroflex

estate ads for homes presenting the closeness of t foperty in September 1994. It was purchased be-

Trail as a selling point. Progress! . cause the Sussex Branch ran through it and Kit-
Homeowners were not the only group 10 VieWatinny valley State Park needed a home. By this

the Trail negatively. There was also concern by locag e the park was staffed with 2 full time mainte-

municipalities about the Trail. Rocky says that it ,,ce workers, one of them a supervisor, a Chief

took many meetings, over time, to gain the confi-Ranger and a Ranger. Rocky says that they had to
dence of the local governments. beg, borrow and fisteal & t
Letdbs focus on the bgadi o Lon g K at L nny
Valley State Park. The Sussex Branch was purchase
by the State from Netcong to Andover in '79 and An-
dover to Branchville (less Newton) in '82. This was
just prior to the advent of the rails-trails move-
ment. In 1992, the Paulinskill Valley Trail was pur-
chased by the state following many years of active
work and armwisting by members of the Paulinskill
Valley Trail Committee and their tireless leader, Len
Frank. The Sussex Branch from Netcong to Andover
was assigned to Hopatcong State Park. The manage
ment of the Sussex Branch from Andover to Branch-
ville was assigned to Swartswood State Park in 1982.
The Paulinskill Valley Trail was also assigned to
Swartswood upon its purchase in 1992. Between
1979 and 1993, the State Park Service did not recog
nize the potential of rail trails as a recreational re-
source. In June of 1993, the State Park Service deg

Marge Barrett presenting Rocky with Retirement Gifts

PVTC Officers: trucks, and a Correction
used photo copier. The Park was able to use existing
buildings on the Aeroflex property for a maintenance

P_re5|dent: ) Marge Barrett. shop and an office, making expansive improvements
Vice President: Paul Briggs. . :

. to heating systems, electrical systems, roofs, and
Secretary: Sue Reed. :

_ . ) structure exteriors.
Treasurer: Gail Ewin.

Slowly, staff was added. A seasonal mainte-
nance worker was hired in 1993, and in 1994 he be-
PVTC Board of Directors: came a full time employee. In 1994, they also hired a
full time Chief Ranger to supplement the Ranger al-
ready on staff.

When the Trail was purchased, there was a
tremendous amount of garbage that had accumulated
for many years on the Trail, and the trails were well
overgrown with brush. The trash was picked up and

Continued on page 10

Roberta Bramhalloy Fernbacher
Marty Grossman Gary Kazin
Max Klein Joanne Wojcik
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Traljl Tales

July Meeting Bike Ride
By Gary R. Kazin

get to the Ewins?o h o d h
out west on my bike. | have ridden this sectic
several times before including over seven miles
before | ast year6s meet
The trail is in good shape even though it rain {8
heavily last night. There are a few muddy spots, b |
can get around them without problems. Still th
should be repaired in the future.
There are many bird | so
butterfly season, and | see monarchs, black swall ) e
tails and yellow and black ones that look like big m Thrc’;ﬁgtgré‘jjr?egg; %":&tge E:;‘i'r']”s"'"
archs. Theyodre too fas: '
some dragonflies are resting of fishing
Bﬁi{gy reed allowing me to get a \\“lé/ After an hour, | reach East

Crisman Road and turn back. | see
mostly the same people, then a guy
pushing a mountain bike with a flat
tire. | offer to help him patch it, but
he satisfied with walking even though
he is five miles from his car!

I am back at th
20.85 miles for the day. Most of the
others are enjoying the hospitality. | change to a swim
suit as a dip in the Paulinskill Lake will be very refresh-
ing. After a shower, | change into fresh clothes. | have
good timing as rumbles of thunder begin while eating
and rain begins in earnest when the meeting starts

Some sections of the trail
very quiet witn no people. Others
busy, swimmers at one bridge a
group of people at another. Sq
people just walking, but one col
are jogging with a big stroller
making very good time. One ger

See you on the trail!

Two Dragonflies
Photo courtesy of Gary R. Kazin
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Trailjl Tales

thusiasts ho_Id Saddle Up events across the country to _
Finding Cures- Saving Children help in the hospitalos fi

A Visit to St. JUdE"RT™*dr ends
Research Hospital

By Sandy Rothschild Wolff

had the opportunity to visit the hospital during
I an invitation for Volunteer Appreciation Week- ﬁ R ﬁ R ﬁ Rﬁ R ﬁ R ﬁ R ﬁ
end. It was on my fABucket Listo. It was an emo.
tional experience on every level. | was taken on a
tour of the whole hospital, a magnificent place for
children from all over the world to be treated for can-
cer and other childhood diseases.
St. Jude is the only pediatric

cancer research center whéami-
lies never pay for treatment not co \ ‘ /
ered by insuranceNo child is ever \\ I/J
denied treatment because of the 4 —
ilyds inability “—lare 50
children from NJ receiving treatme -
at St. Jude Chi — oy h Hos -
. D
pital. ~, R
w* [N
What is Saddle Up for St. Jude? AN

| will host the 18th Saddle Up for St. Jude
Hospital Horseback trail ride on Sunday, October 9th
with a rain date on Sunday, October 16thmé&il
ladydunit@gmail.com or call 97891-8641 for more

and
information or to sponsor me for the event.
Prizes are awarded. ‘ P V I Ga||6ly \

Visit the official ASaddl e Up for St . Judeo
website at stjude.org/saddleup for more information,
sponsor a participant or to view the Saddle Up bro- Contributions welcome
chure.
I contributions t o 1
Saddle Up for St. Jude is a voluntéased APVT Galleryd section

fundraising event featuring horseback riding to rais are welcome. Please send your recollections

money for St. Jude Chi by &BiSgrabhé &i§idlpefBredy & PPrird-a
Typically, a Saddle Up event consists of a trail rideyaeq events to signaled@msn.com or mail to PVTC,

in this instance on the PVT, but it can also includes 5 gox 175. Andover. New Jersey 07821
horse shows and other equestrian events. Horse en- ’ ’ '
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The Rest is Historycontinued from page 7 the past 18 years. Wish him the best of all retire-
the brush was cleared to a width of 10 feet with thenents in person at the dinner!
crew working through the fall and winter of 1993. In addition, the PVTC is pleased to offer a

This width allows for the passage of maintenancelynamic speaker for the dinner. He is none other
vehicles and sufficient room for hikers, bikers andthan our own Rob Nicholson, CEO of Eastern Pro-
horses to cexist on these muHise trails. pane and a staunch rail trail supporter. Rob will re-
The work was done by 12 inmates supervised by #iect about the contributions of Rocky Gott, update
Corrections Officer, 1 forest fire worker and 1 sea-the group about the status of the Park at Sparta Junc-

sonal maintenance employee. tion Trail Head and talk about the future of Sussex
In the fall, the trail was graded to provide aCount yés Rails to Trails.
level surface, but all the soil disruption made the sur- Send in your reservat.i

face soft. There were complaints that it was likePVTC members will receive a dinner flier viarail.
walking on sand. Winter rains and snow caused th®thers can print out a flier from the website pvtc
trail surface to firm up as expected. Linear trail pro-kvsp.org or call the voice mail 96@44820 to re-
jects were uncommon for NJ State Parks. Lineag u e st a snail mai | flier
Parks were still a new concept, but Rocky had thevelcome!

advantage of having worked on the D&R Canal and
was able to bring all that experience with him to
KVSP. The PVT was now able to function as a multi
-use trail.

In the spring of 1994, the Park began building
bridges. Garrison Road and Warbasse Junction were
the first. A couple of bridges were completed each
year thereafter until all the bridges were built and
decked.

Kittatinny Valley State Park is the only park
in New Jersey to have had just one Superintendent to
the best of Rockyds knowlj
nity was presented to him to create a new park and to
leave a legacy that has become a template for future
rail trails.

VT

por tu

Annual 2011 Dinner to Honor
Rocky Gott
Speaker- Rob Nicholson

Rob Nicholson Presenting Rocky with Gifts

C ome one, come all to the PVTC annual din- at his Retirement Celebration

ner on Thursday, Decembéf &t the Lafay-

ette House. Rocky Gott and his wife Cathy NJ Parks and Forests
are going to be special guests. Rocky has recently Food for Thought
retired as superintendent of Kittatinny Valley State

Park. He was appointed superintendent in 19931976 2001

when the park consisted of just two rail trails, the
Paulinskill Valley Trail and the Sussex Branch Trail.

The park then grew to include land in Andover150,000 Acres 600,000+ Acres
Township plus other state acquisitions. As an Offigog+ Employees 400 Employees
cially Recognized Friends Organization for Kit- o o
tatinny Valley State Park, the Paulinskill Valley Trail 9,000,000 Visitors 16,000,000 Visitors

Committee has been pleased to work with Rocky for
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October 1, 20141January 1, 2013 PVT Activity Schedule

Stay Safe During Hunting Season! Wear bright colored clothing. Keep up with the group. When hiking

make noise either by talking, using a bell or using a whistle.

DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2011

SAT Oct1, 10am Warbasse JunctionFALL FOLIAGE HIKE

SAT Oct8,8:30am BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY INTERPRETIVE WALKS, Meet at Kittatinny Valley
State Park, Twin Lakes parking area on Goodale Road (CR623), 0.6 miles east of Route 206, rjorth of
Andover. Bring binoculars. Walk ends by lunchtime. Sponsored by NJ Audubon Society & the HVTC.

SUN Oct9 18th SADDLEUPf or St . Jude Childrenés Research Hpspi
2011. Call Sandy at 97891-8641 or email ladydunit@gmail.com for information and sponsor form.

SAT Oct15 20 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Sussex Branch ), weather permitting, over by nightfall. Call Bruce |at
201-274-9805.

SAT Oct 15, 8:30 am BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY INTERPRETIVE WALKS, see same activity for Saturddy
October 8, 2011 for directions and description.

SAT  Oct 15, 11:30 am Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S5&3/-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

SUN Oct 16 Rain date- 18th SADDLE UPf or St . Jude Childrend6s Reseafch
October 9, 2011 for description and information.

TUE Oct 25,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SAT Nov 5, 10 am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

SAT Nov 12 30 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Paulinskill Trail ), weather permitting, over by nightfall. Call Brug¢e
at 201274-9805.

SAT Nov 12, 8:30 am BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY INTERPRETIVE WALKS, see same activity for Saturddy
October 8, 2011 for directions and description.

SAT Nov 12, 11:30 am Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S3&-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

SAT  Nov 19, 8:30 am BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY INTERPRETIVE WALKS, see same activity for Saturddy
October 8, 2011 for directions and description.

TUE Nov 22,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SAT Dec3 EXPLORER HIKE. Call Bruce at 20274-9805.

THU  Dec 8, 6pm 2011 PVTC ANNUAL DINNER - save the date and time. See page 10 for more information.

SAT Dec 10 EXPLORER HIKE. Call Bruce at 20274-9805.

DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2012

SUN Jan1, 10am 2012- Footbridgei 2 7t h ANNUAL NEW Y EAR&IS08EBAM20H| KE

SUN Janl 2012-NEW YEAROGS DAY 3rd ANNUAL BringyBus B CadtacRIark&
at either gldg@embargmail.com or 9988-3814 for more information.

SAT Jan7,10am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

TUE Jan 24,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SUN Feb 5, 10 am Footbridge- GROUND HOG DAY HIKE (or XC skiing- weather permitting).

SAT Feb 18,10am  Warbasse JunctiohHIKE

SAT Feb25 EXPLORER HIKE. Call Bruce Rhinesmith at 26474-9805.

TUE Feb 28,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SUN Mar 4, 10 am Warbasse JunctionFOUL WEATHER HIKE -Ai Mar ch comes i(anXdskikge a| | i

weather permitting).

See page 13 for PVTC Hike and Bike Locationg.

Continued on page 12
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October 1, 20141 January 1, 2013 PVT Activity Schedul€ontinued from page 11
DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2012

SAT Mar 17,10 am Footbridge- HIKE (or XC skiing- weather permitting).

TUE Mar 27,7 pm PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING. Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building. Speaker
and refreshment€all 908684-4820.

SAT Apr7,10am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

SAT  Apr 14, 11:30 am Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 568/
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

SUN Aprl15,10am  Footbridge- HIKE
TUE Apr24,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.
SAT May5, 10 am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

SAT May 12, 11:30 an Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S5&8/-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

SAT May 19,10 am Footbridgel HIKE
TUE May 22,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SUN May 27, TBA HORSEBACK RIDE. Bring your horse. Contact Janice at either gldg@embargmail.com 94873
3814 for more information.

SAT Jun 2,10 amto 2 NATIONAL TRAILS DAY CELEBRATION AT FOOTBRIDGE PARK
pm

SAT Jun 2,10 am Footbridge- NATIONAL TRAILS DAY HIKE

SAT Jun9, 11:30 am Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S5&3/-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

SUN Jun 10, 10 am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

TUE Jun 26,7 pm PVTC ANNUAL MEETING. Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building. Speaker and fe-
freshments, followed by electiorSall 908684-4820.

TUE Jul 24,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

SAT  Aug 11, 11:30 amr Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S3&/-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

TUE Aug 28,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

FRI Aug 31, TBA MOONLIGHT HORSEBACK RIDE. Bring your horse. Contact Janice at either
gldg@embargmail.com or 97183814 for more information.

MON Sep 3,10 am Footbridgei LABOR DAY HIKE
SUN Sep 9, 10 am Warbasse JunctionHIKE

SAT  Sep 15, 11:30 ar Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S3&-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

TUE Sep 25,7 pm PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING. Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building. Speaker
and refreshment€all 908684-4820.

SAT Oct6, 10 am Warbasse JunctionFALL FOLIAGE HIKE

SAT Oct 20 20 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Sussex Branch Trail ), weather permitting, over by nightfall. Call
Bruce Rhinesmith at 26274-9805.

SAT  Oct 20, 11:30 am Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: S5&8/-
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

TUE Oct 23,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

See page 13 for PVTC Hike and Bike Locationg. Continued on page 13
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October 1, 2014January 1, 2013 PVT Activity Schedul€ontinued from page 12

DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2011
SAT Nov 3,10 am Warbasse JunctiohHIKE
SAT  Nov 10 30 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Paulinskill Trail ), weather permitting, over by nightfall. Call Bru

Rhinesmith at 20274-9805.

SAT  Nov 10, 11:30 arr Warbasse JunctionBIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 9568/
4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled.

TUE Nov 27,7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 908684-4820.

e

SAT Decl EXPLORER HIKE. Call Bruce Rhinesmith at 26474-9805.
TBA Dec PVTC ANNUAL DINNER
DAY DATE & TIME ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2013

TUE Janl, 10am 2013- Footbridgei 2 8t h ANNUAL NEW Y E A Ré&IS086344820H1 KE

PVTC HIKE AND BIKE
LOCATIONS

A Il hikes and bike rideshglmets requiredtake place on the Paulinskill Valley Trail or on the Su

Branch Trail, both of which are part of Kittatinny Valley State Park. They are ebbaded rail trail
that provide easy, level walking and riding.

5SEX

~

D

There are two starting places for hikes and bike rides. This arrangement gives us the oppoftunity

cover the entire 2mile PVT in several hikes. We offer 5, 7, 10, 20 (full Sussex Branch) or 30 (full PVT
hikes. Bring lunch and water, wear comfortable shoes and enjoy.

mile

FOOTBRIDGE PARK - Route 94, Blairstown, NJ. Take Route 80 to Exit 12, Route 521. Go nofth on

Route 521 for 5 miles to Route 94 in Blairstown. Turn left onto Route 94 and take the second left
park, designated by a small white sign with black lettering.

WARBASSE JUNCTION - Route 663, ¥ mile south of Route 94 in Lafayette. Take Routes 206 4§
through Newton and continue north for 2%z miles. At the light, turn right to follow Route 94 North. Cq
two miles to Warbasse Junction Road, Route 663 South. Turn right and go % mile to a parking lot on

into th

ind 94
ntinue
the rigl

| T6S THE LAW

rsuant to New Jersey Statutes 39041 et. seq., a person under 17 years of age shall not opgrate or

pde a bicycle as a passenger, unless that person is wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicy
which meets the standards of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z90.4 bicyclg
standard) or the Snell Memor i al Foundati onos
This requirement shall apply to a person who rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat which ig
to the bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle.

The Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee encourages the use of a properly fitted and fastened
helmet byall bicycle ridersregardless of age.

Cle helr

helme
19

attach

bicycle

Note:

he PVT schedule may be subject to change. For the most current information, please either call the activity conta
access our web site atvw.pvtc-kvsp.org, or call the PVTC phone number 9684-4820.
The Signals published two times a year to share information. Articles and/or material may be submitted to
tor (Graham Finlayson,-mail: signaled@msn.comor to PVTC, P.O. Box 175, Andover, New Jersey 07821. We reserve th
to edit for space considerations.
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\\\W/ Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee Gift Order Form

Z Looking for a gift for that special hiker or nature lover in your life?

p—

‘.,;_;»‘f-_- Purchase a gift from the Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee and sup- ‘.,;;»‘f-.-
port your multi -use rail trail at the same time = =

== ==
T-shirts, golf shirts, books and maps are a major source of income for the
PVTC as well as our way of publicizing the trail. Please consider helping our cause through the purchase of theseatems for y
self, a family member or friend.-3hirts are silkscreened with a design portraying the users of the trail on the front (fdese

hiker, jogger, cyclist and crospuntry skier) and our trail map on the back. Golf shirts have our original logo embroidehed on

left front. Send your order to: PVTC, PO Box 175, Andover, NJ 07821. Make your check payable to the Paulinskill Valley Trail
Committee (or just PVTC). All items include shipping via U.S.P.S. Please includ¢osinformation (please clearly print ship-

ping name and address). Thank you!

N\

GIFT ORDER FORM

Books
Title Price with Shipping Quantity Total
The Paulinskill Valley Trail, Before and After.
A 59 page book with text and pictures about the PV, $13.00
T-shirts - Available in green with the design in yellow or white. Sizes: medium, large, extra large, arelxtperiarge.
Size Price with Shipping Quantity Total
$14.00
$14.00
Golf shirts (Closeout Special)- Available in green with the design embroidered. Sizes: small, large, and extra large.
Size Price with Shipping Quantity Total
$18.00
$18.00

Trail Maps: Reqular

Item Price with Shipping Quantity Total

Paulinskill Valley Trail & Sussex Branch Trail

Color, |l aminated Set of $7.50
Trail Maps: Topographical
ltem Price with Shipping Quantity Total
Sussex Branch Trall
Set of 4: 8 i ox140, 2 $3.50 OUT OF STOCK | OUT OF STOCK

Sussex Branch Laminated
Set of 4: 8 iox140, 2 $6.25

Paulinskill Valley Trail
Set of 8: 8 iox140, 4 $3.75 OUT OF STOCK [OUT OF STOCK

Paulinskill Valley Trail Laminated
Set of 8: 8 iox140, 4 $9.00

The Paulinskill Valley Trail (PVT) and the Sussex Branch Trail (SBT) are part of the Kittatinny Valley State Park (KV&Reritbgy make up 48
miles of cindetbased raitrails which lend themselves to multse, excluding motorized vehicles. The Paulinskill Valley T€aiimmittee (PVTC) is a ndor-
profit organization of volunteers dedicated to promoting the public interest, appreciation and conservation of the oé3OUSfesvith emphasis on its rail
trails. For information regarding the PVTC, please call-6884820, write to PVTC, Box 175, Andover, NJ 07821, or access elsite atwvww.pvtc-

kvsp.org.
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Thank You

hankyOUfrom the editor to Marge Barrett, Roberta Bramhall, Joe Burgiel, Janice Elsishang, Susat

and Marty Grossman, Gary R. Kazin, Lynn Groves Lussier, Rob Nicholson, Tom Halliwell, Howard

and Susan Reed, Bruce Rhinesmith, Paul Rottmann, Lou Turse, Sandy Rothschild WHoiifé &ig
nal Advertisers for their contribution and assistance with this issi@@fSignal

Please say thanks to our advertisers by patronizing their business I

ROY & BRITTA PRIDHAM

L1

ALPINE MEATS & DELI

German Imports

(908) 362-8568

FAX: (908) 362-5635
P.O. BOX 642 * 57 ROUTE 94 ¢
BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 07825 /Al ol




